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A ^^Tidments *^ fhe Claims; 

This listing of daims wiU replace all prior versions, and Ustings, of claims in 

the application: 
T^'^ripff^f Claims: 

1-6. (Canceled) 

7 (Currently amended) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric ceramics 
according to claim [[6]] 13. wherein the supporting member has a surface roughness 
Ra of 3 Jim or less. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of manufectuxing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to claim ([6]] 13. wherein the green compact is fired while being 
interposed between a pair of the supporting members. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to claim ([6]] 13. wherein the supporting member contains a 
crystal of at least one kind selected from the group consisting of alumina, beryllia. 
zirconia. magnesia. muUite, spinel structure, bismuth layer-structured compound, 
compound of tungsten bronze structure, compound of Pb-based perovskite structure, 
compound of niobium-based perovskite structure and compound of tantalum-based 
perovskite structure. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to claim [[6]] 13. wherein the supporting member comprises 
rirconxa containing at least one kind selected from the group consisting of CaO. 
MgO, Y2O3 and rare earth elements. 
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U. (Previously presented) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to claim 9, wherein the crystal constituting the supporting 
member has an average grain size of 5 to 30 nm. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently amended) Tfee A method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics aecording to claim I S nmYinriaing the steps of;. 

^;.p»c^^ f. . cn-P^n (^mt Tfl H-. rnmnrising a piRyx)e1ectric reramiQ pQwder on a 
c,,p pnH.n^ meirw w>,n.P surfkr ft T^nvn..itv of 5% or less and flatness 20 yxm or 
lesa: and 

fl^^f, ^..r, rnmi^ac t wh^p mutactinfr with thf> surface of the supporting 
»,aTn W where ^^ ■>i">>»n fiomn^ct comprising ^ riez^Qtectyic ceraTnic powder of a 
p.w«.«1.ite mmr ^i r'^ ..i.t«.m4ng Ph is fitftd while beinp inP^yt^d into a sealed spaCQ , 
which satisfies the relations represented by the following expressions (1) and (2): 
1.0001 X (V2 + V3) < VI < 4.0000 x (V2 + V3) (D 
0.02 X V3 < V2 < 50 X V3 (2) 

where VI denotes a volume of a sealed space, V2 denotes a volume of a supporting 
member and V3 denotes a volume of a green compact, when a supporting member 
having surface roughness Ra of 1 pm or less, flatness of 20 pm or less and a volume 
V2 is placed on the green compact having a volume V3 and they are inserted into 
the sealed space having a volume VI. 



14-30. (Canceled) 
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31. (Currently amended) The method of manufacturing piezoelectric 
ceramics according to daim [[6]] 13, wherein the supporting member is a sintered 
body. 



Page 4 of 7 



PAGE 6f9*RCVDAT1im/20085:53:13PM [Eastern SlandtfdTiine]'SyR:USPT^ 



